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Park typology planning goal supporting Department Strategic Plan
Ensure a citywide open space system that equitably brings together our vibrant 
and diverse community and invests in the environment, while managing our 
resources responsibly.

1. Citywide Park Plans (10-50 acres) – plan completed in 2013
to be updated 2021-2023

2. Neighborhood Park Plans (0.5 – 1- acres) – plan completed in 2016

3. Pocket Park Plans (0.5 and under) – expected completion 2020 

Typology Park Plans 



25 Pocket Parks  



Pocket Park Planning 
Process

Spring
2018
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2018
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2019
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2020

Existing Conditions Research

Obtain Community Feedback

Create Draft Park Plans

Obtain Community Feedback on the 
Plans
Adjust Plans based on Feedback

Conduct Cost Estimates

Publically Release Plan and Seek 
PRC endorsement



Goals for all 
Pocket Parks

1. Wayfinding​
2. Meeting needs while being flexible with small spaces
3. Incorporating nature
4. Creating social connections



Portner Park 
Draft Improvement Plan
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Portner Park 
Final Improvement Plan
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Lynhaven Park 
Draft Improvement Plan
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Lynhaven Park 
Final Improvement Plan
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Lake Cook Pocket Park 
Draft Improvement Plan

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9



Lake Cook Pocket Park 
Final Improvement Plan
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Sunset Mini
Draft Improvement Plan
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Sunset Mini
Final Improvement Plan
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Woodbine Tot Lot 
Draft Improvement Plan
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Whitaker’s Wish 

In 2019, the Make-A-Wish Foundation approached the City of Alexandria with a wish from a local four year old. Whitaker has bravely 
battled cancer and is currently waiting for his wish. Whitaker absolutely loves going to the Woodbine Tot Lot across the street from his 
house and has asked to renovate the playground and add some special items to make the tot lot extra special for himself and all his 
neighborhood friends. 

The Make-A-Wish project will renovate Woodbine Tot Lot, per the Whitaker’s wishes. Make-A-Wish will hire a designer to work with the 
community and a contractor to renovate the playground, with RPCA oversight. The playground design will take into consideration the 
draft Pocket Park Plan.

Through the Community Matching Fund, the City of Alexandria, is offering a $25,000 grant and Make-A-Wish is matching these funds. 



Woodbine Tot Lot 
Final Improvement Plan
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1. Receive cost estimates and prioritize recommendations 

2. Receive endorsement or changes from Park and 
Recreation Commission based on public hearing 

3. Staff will make changes to the plan as advised by the PRC

4. Integrate recommendations into CIP process and seek 
alternative funding sources

Next Steps
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